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Abstract

Scholars across generations have concentrated on examining and elucidating the concept of
governance as a unique thought that has arisen in various domains of knowledge and Islamic
studies. Their perspectives on this topic differed; some examined the concept to assess its
significance, while others regarded it as a primary purpose of Sharia. The study seeks to elucidate
Taha Jabir Al-Alwani's position, a prominent modern scholar, on the governance of the Quran as
articulated in his work "The Governance of the Quran." This desk study employed an analytical
and comparative methodology to elucidate the points of consensus and divergence between Al-
Alwani and other scholars. The study produced outcomes, the most significant of which are: Taha
Jabir Al-Alwani articulated his perspective on the governance of the Quran, grounded in the
concepts of "reading methodology" and "the structure of the Quran," which diverge from the
conventional view of governance centered on political or jurisprudential aspects, as exemplified
by Maududi and Sayyid Qutb. The governance of the Quran, as articulated by Al-Alwani,
encompasses an epistemic and methodological framework, rather than solely a political or
legislative authority. The Quran serves as the guiding framework that Muslims should consult in
the development of their sciences and knowledge, and it is not solely a source of legislation. All
other Islamic sciences must originate from the Quran and conform to its methodology. He
underscored the importance of perceiving the Quran as a unified and cohesive whole, rather than
as isolated verses. This approach precludes interpretations that detach the verses from their
comprehensive Quranic context. Al-Alwani associated the core aims of the Quran with
governance, namely: monotheism, purification, civilization, community, and invitation. By
fulfilling these objectives, the governance of the Quran is established within the individual and
society. Al-Alwani did not examine the concept of governance as an initiating idea introduced at
the intellectual level within the context of the Islamic movement, as Maududi and Sayyid Qutb
did, to establish a supreme value toward which the populace would rally. One of the criticisms
directed at Al-Alwani concerning his views on governance is his exaggerated emphasis on the
supremacy of the Quran over the Sunnah, through his advocacy for reconstructing the Islamic
methodology directly based on the Quran and his critique of intellectual traditions he perceives as
having diverged from the original Quranic approach. Al-Alwani does not offer a clearly articulated
practical methodology for reconstructing sciences or for applying "maqasid" to contemporary
issues. Furthermore, his critique of hadith and heritage occasionally surpasses the bounds of
scholarly rigor, and he tends to overstate his objections to heritage without providing a comparable
alternative.

Keywords: The Governance of the Quran, Taha Jabir Al-Alwani, the Supremacy of the Quran over
the Sunnah, the Objectives of the Quran according to Al-Alwani.
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